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FACES ARE ESSENTIAL – Details on The ClearMaskTM 

FAIMH seeks to provide access to clear face coverings for childcare staff and professionals working with 

young children to support healthy brain development and protect their mental health. The ClearMaskTM 

is approved for single use, therefore we can not provide guidance otherwise. Yet we recognize that, as 

with all other face coverings, it is at the discretion of the user whether “extended or limited reuse” is 

appropriate given the non-healthcare settings where the mask is worn.   

 

Face coverings and personal protective equipment (PPE) are not the same. PPE include items such as 

surgical masks and visors used in healthcare settings with high risk of exposure. Face coverings are for 

community and non-healthcare use and, like PPE, are just one element of effectively protecting workers 

from exposure. When making decisions about face coverings and face masks, many factors must be 

considered. It is important you make a decision based on facts appropriate to your work environment 

and situation.  Guidance may vary based on the level of exposure of each workplace via community 

spread, the number of cases of COVID-19 in your workplace, and/or the exposure level employees may 

face in the workplace. 

Currently, the CDC recommends that child care staff use cloth face coverings to protect themselves and 

the children in their care. The ClearMaskTM is an alternative to a cloth face mask that is critical for 

caregivers of infants and young children to support their brain development and mental health.  

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-
guidance.html#who-should-wear 
 

References with additional information can be found below:  
 
https://www.theclearmask.com/faq  (Found on p. 2-3 of this document) 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/fs-facemask-dos-donts.pdf  
 
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-infection-control/questions-
about-personal-protective-equipment-ppe  
 
https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/ppe/PPEslides6-29-04.pdf  
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The ClearMask™ Product Features and Technical Specifications 

Does the ClearMask™ provide as much protection as a traditional mask? Does it protect me against 
COVID-19? 
Traditional masks are designed to block bodily fluids and particulate materials away from the wearer’s 
face. The ClearMask™ serves the same functions as traditional masks and provides a full, anti-fog plastic 
barrier, which helps prevent particles or droplets from getting through. The ClearMask™ is not airtight 
along the sides of the mask, where air circulation occurs, thus allowing for comfort and breathability. All 
traditional masks have gaps on the sides, so this design is not entirely unique to the ClearMask™. Only 
N95 respirators do not have gaps and are able to filter, with a full seal when fit-tested and properly 
worn. For more info, refer to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s website on masks and respirators. 
 
What is the ASTM level rating for the ClearMask™? 
The ClearMask™ meets the applicable ASTM Level 3 standards for fluid resistance (ASTM F1862: 160 
mmHg) and flammability (16 CFR Part 1610: Flame Spread = 1). Because there is no airflow through the 
plastic barrier, bacterial filtration efficiency, particle filtration efficiency, and differential pressure tests 
are not applicable to the ClearMask™. 
 
Is the ClearMask™ FDA-cleared? 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ClearMask™ is currently available for use in hospitals and by 
healthcare providers without objection from the FDA. The ClearMask™ is a face mask that may be used 
when FDA-cleared masks are unavailable. Per the FDA, use of these masks in a surgical setting or where 
significant exposure to liquid bodily or other hazardous fluids may be expected; in a clinical setting 
where the infection risk level through inhalation exposure is high; and in the presence of a high intensity 
heat source or flammable gas is not recommended. The device is not intended to be reprocessed or re-
used. Face masks, when worn properly, may reduce potential exposure of the wearer to blood and body 
fluids but does not eliminate the risk of contracting any disease or infection. 
 
Is the ClearMask™ reusable? 
No, the ClearMask™ is for single-use only and is not intended to be reused. The mask is designed for use 
indoors at room temperature, in ventilated, low-humidity environments, such as indoor offices or clinics. 
 
Do the masks fog up? 
The plastic shield has an anti-fog coating that minimizes fogging when the wearer is speaking/breathing. 
 
Is the mask breathable? 
The ClearMask™ is not airtight along the sides of the mask, where air circulation occurs, thus allowing 
for comfort and breathability. All traditional masks have gaps on the sides, so this design is not entirely 
unique to the ClearMask™; the only masks that don't have gaps are respirators that are properly fit 
tested. The ClearMask™ provides an impervious frontal barrier against fluids and sprays, performing the 
same functions as traditional masks.  
 
Does the ClearMask™ filter? 
The ClearMask™ is not the same as an N95 respirator. Only N95 respirators are designed to filter with a 
full seal when fit-tested and properly worn.  
Source:  www.theclearmask.com/faq 
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